Rabbit alveolar macrophage collagenase: evidence of polymeric forms.
Collagenase harvested in vitro from rabbit alveolar macrophages eluted in gel chromatography corresponding to apparent molecular weights of 45 000, 85 000, and 165 000. Reversible changes from one molecular weight to another in low salt concentration and predominance of the 45 000 species in salt concentrations above 1.0 M (NaCl, KCl) suggest that the higher molecular weights represent polymeric forms of collagenase.